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I know this musical is one of your oldest but it still holds up to today’s humour and fads.
Wouldn’t even consider looking elsewhere for our next musical – Bushfire Press has it all! Thank you.

Hallam Valley PS

The response from the audience said it all! They thoroughly enjoyed it.
Pioneer Village School

Fantastic music. Appealed to all ages. Children were keen to learn – held their interest throughout rehearsals.
Enjoyed the humour of the story. Just the right challenge for our year 7 & 8 actors.

Whenuakite School, NZ

Great show. I still think it’s one of the best.
Sorrento PS

Everything we needed was in the package, which was very convenient. Arrived promptly which was appreciated. 
Good Shepherd Lutheran School

Love the music. Great backing CDs. Love your scripts!
Seymour East PS

Fantastic to have the whole school involved.
Churchill Nth PS

Absolutely wonderful, fantastic experience for children, staff and parents. We were thrilled with the way all the children 
became involved – even our hesitant boys and our many varying nationalities. Even the rehearsals themselves had 
been something completely worthwhile and an inspiration to both children and staff. We saw our children (and they, 

us) with fresh new eyes – talents we didn’t know existed. Practically every child in our school involved.
Gowerville PS

   
Children enjoyed songs and often sang them in the playground (or at home, according to their parents!).

Plenty of scope for dance routines, which the middle/upper children enjoyed choreographing. Great characters.
Great Western PS

The show was extremely successful and the kids really enjoyed being involved. The show was easy to stage, 
especially with the excellent resources that were provided. The music & songs were terrific.

The Hills Montessori School



KIDS IN SPACE

a user friendly rock musical

book by Lynne Bartlett & Mark Leehy

music & lyrics by Rob Fairbairn, Mark Leehy & Kevin O’Mara
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•	 This work is protected by the Australian Copyright Act and the International Berne Convention. Unauthorised 
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•	 Permission to photocopy LYRIC SHEETS ONLY is given to licensed applicants.

•	 The Master Book and the CDs remain the property of Bushfire Press Pty Ltd and must be returned, together 
with performance royalty payment and certified statement form within 14 days of final performance.

	
•	 Any alterations, additions or deletions to script, lyrics or music MUST be approved by the publisher.
	
•	 Pencil markings only may be made in the Master Book and must be removed prior to return.
	 CDs must not be sticky taped to book. Replacement costs will be charged for goods damaged in this way.

•	 Any filming or videotaping of this show must be done under licence. Application forms available.

•	 APPLICATION FOR PERFORMANCE of Kids in Space should be made to the publisher and acknowledged 
before rehearsals commence.



Production notes

Cast
Narrator

Strato Nimbus: father
Mammatus Nimbus: mother
Sweetus Nimbus: daughter
Cumulo Nimbus: stormy son

Professor Helmut Von Aardvaark: absent minded professor

Arthur Halley: used spaceship salesman
Chewgum: Arthur’s hairy, alien minder

Andromeda: bossy captain of the Nebuloid space pirates
Crabface: second in command 
Horse Head: a slightly slower pirate

Robots
Chorus: as many as you like

Synopsis
Somewhere, some time, way in the future, the NIMBUS FAMILY (STRATO NIMBUS, MAMATUS NIMBUS, 
SWEETUS NIMBUS and CUMULO NIMBUS) live a futuristic life with their gadgets and their ROBOTS.

On hearing that he is expected to take his sister to the disco for her birthday, CUMULO rebels and takes off 
in his spacecraft – wagging school.

He becomes lost and ends up in the Black Hole (the destination of all lost objects). Here he meets 
PROFESSOR HELMUT VON AARDVAARK. The professor has been kidnapped by the SPACE PIRATES 
(ANDROMEDA, CRABFACE AND HORSEHEAD) and held captive in the Black Hole. The PIRATES are 
runaway kids who remain permanently young, wagging school, with the aid of their ‘rejuvenation gum’. But 
their supply of gum is running out and they need the PROFESSOR to make up a new batch for them.

Also wandering into the Black Hole come ARTHUR HALLEY, a dodgy used spaceship salesman and his 
furry sidekick CHEWGUM. They have stolen Dr Who’s Tardis and it deposits them in the Black Hole and 
then disappears.

The PIRATES discover CUMULO and hold him as hostage, threatening to make him walk the plank in 24 
hours unless the PROFESSOR comes good with the gum

Meanwhile ARTHUR and CHEWY meet the PROFESSOR and discover that he has his own space craft 
(a tricycle). However, it cannot be used without its Temporal Shift Generator, which the PIRATES have. 
ARTHUR decides to make a deal with the pirates and exits with a batch of experimental, but faulty, 
Rejuvenation Gum. However, he drops it on the way …

In the ensuing mayhem, both ARTHUR AND CUMULO  find themselves tied up in the PIRATES’ lair, facing 
big trouble. But CHEWY finds the gum and gives it to the PIRATES just in time. However – the Rejuvenation 
Gum is a faulty, experimental batch and is a little too effective … turning the pirates into babies. CHEWY 
releases ARTHUR and CUMULO, takes the Temporal Shift Generator and they hi-tail it back to the 
PROFESSOR.

At this point, the Tardis arrives with the NIMBUS FAMILY. CUMULO is happy to see them, happy to take his 
sister to the disco and happy to be leaving the Black Hole. All head to the Intergalactic Disco for a Space Boogie.



Setting
The action takes place in the Nimbus family home and in the ‘Black Hole’ - mythical home of the 
evil, Nebuloid Space Pirates

Time
The future

Songs
1. It’s a Droid’s Life
2. The Black Hole
3. Perpetual Motion
4. Double Trouble
5. Bubblegum
6. That Eye the Sky
7. Space Boogie 
8. Finale

Music
Music can be played live - there is a piano score in the back of the book. Guitar and bass can play 
from the chord symbols or bass line. The instrumental CD can also be used. 

Sound effects (FX) 
woop-woop-woop warning sound
Tardis
toilet flush
door knock
These FX can be created live. All  FX are in order on the instrumental backing CD.

Props and sets
scene 1:	 ‘Encyclopaedia Galactica’ newspaper (ie Daily Comet), breakfast tray,
			  blow tickler for robots
scene 2: 	 large rock, decorated tricycle, school windcheater, long set of keys, ‘lost property’ box, 	

	 watch on chain
scene 3: 	 ‘Tardis’, esky & cans, wood for BBQ
scene 4: 	 Professor’s work bench, sunglasses, large box of ‘rejuvenation gum’
scene 5: 	 Pirate space ship, ‘Black Box’, rope, Australasian Post or other magazine
scene 6: 	 basketball, school bag

Costumes
Be as far out as you like. The Narrator can wear a dinner suit; Cumulo can be a rebellious punk; 
Arthur can be a spiv; Chewy can be an ocker, with a navy singlet, shorts & thongs over a furry 
costume (with zinc cream & sunglasses for scene 4); the professor can have a long dust coat, large 
glasses, a fright wig, a beard and odd socks; Andromeda needs a sword and the Pirates need nap-
pies, large dummies and soft toys for the last scene.

Videotape
If you intend videotaping your own production please complete an application form, available 
from the publisher.
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